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BEFORE: BARBER, DYCHE, AND TACKETT, JUDGES.

DYCHE, JUDGE. WIIliam Hager was found guilty by a jury of ten
counts of Crimnal Possession of a Forged Instrunent. The tria
court ran those sentences concurrently, and then probated Hager.
He now appeals, claimng that two conments in the prosecutor’s
cl osing argunents were inproper, and he was thereby prejudiced.

We di sagree, and affirm



Hager “found” several counterfeit $50 bills in a notel
roomin Lexington. He successfully passed at |east one of the
bills, unsuccessfully attenpted to pass another, and the other
bills were ultimately given by himto the police. That nuch is
uncont r adi ct ed.

The first comment Hager clains prejudiced himwas nade
during the closing argunent in the guilt phase of the trial,
when the prosecutor said sonmething to the effect of “What about
the others?”, referring to other potential or unreported victins
of the schene to defraud by neans of the counterfeit bills.
While it would have been better for such a conment not to have
been nmade, we cannot say that the comrents were inproper or
prejudicial to the extent that the ultimate result of the tria
was affect ed.

The sane can be said of the comment nade during the
penalty phase of the trial, concerning the fact that the bills
were passed at Christmas-tine, and that such a practice affected
the entire community, especially during a tinme of a weakening
econony. The worst that can be said about the remark is that it
was irrelevant. Again, there was not sufficient prejudice to
affect the overall result of the trial.

The judgnent of the Fayette Circuit Court is affirned.

ALL CONCUR
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